
When the narrator of this book sets out 
to teach children about feelings, she has 
only one slightly persnickety, stick-in-
the-mud rule: There Are NO Animals 
in This Book! So when a cow defiantly 
shows up, pandemonium breaks loose! 
And everyone learns a lot about feelings. 

Colorful, emotionally rich works of    
contemporary art from such masters 
as Damien Hirst, Jeff Koons and Takashi 
Murakami accompany a fun-to-read- 
aloud story that offers children a unique 
way to identify and explore emotions.

A silly surprise ending will delight young 
readers, and for those who wish to learn 
more about the amazing art, a visual    
index provides details on each work. 

“Inventive and fun!”
— Rupert Everett, actor and art collector

“I can’t think of a better idea than matching contemporary artworks with a 
children’s story. Anything that makes children look and think about art as well 

as encouraging learning must be applauded, especially when it’s done in a 
manner which is both fun and instructive.”

—James Stourton, former Chairman of Sotheby’s UK, 
and author of Great Collectors of Our Time: Art Collecting Since 1945

“Helping children do the important work of learning to name their feelings, while 
distracted by awe-inspiring visuals from top-tier contemporary artists including 

Jeff Koons, Takashi Murakami, Yoshitomo Nara, Damien Hirst, and more.”
—Marianne Chai, Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, NYU

“Chani Sanchez has written a beautiful book combining the basic feelings of happy, 
sad, surprised, angry, and lonely with magical pieces of art to make these feelings 

come alive. There Are NO Animals in This Book (Only Feelings) is a funny and 
entertaining way to look at art. Kids will love it and so will parents.”

—Julie Appel, author of the Touch the Art series
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Chani Sanchez  is the founder of the Museum of Amazing 

Art, which curates contemporary art and culture for children 

and their families. After the birth of her daughter Nika, and 

following several years in a career that involved buying and 

archiving art for an influential art collector, Chani began 

using fine art to create educational experiences for kids. Her 

goal has been to  help children develop a language for their 

feelings and emotions. She also guides and supports parents 

in the raising of emotionally literate children through her 

private coaching practice. To learn more about her, visit her at 

www.chanisanchez.com.

A graduate of Harvard College, Tina Rivers is completing 

her doctorate in art history at Columbia University, where she 

specializes in modern and contemporary art and visual culture. 

Tina has taught courses on contemporary art at Columbia 

University, Pratt Institute, and The Museum of Modern Art, and 

also regularly writes about and lectures on art. Visit her at 

www.tinarivers.com.
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Cow, 2006 by Alex Katz



Crying, 2006 by Yin Jun



Rainbow Flower–11 O’Clock, 2007 by Takashi Murakami



Divine Warrior fragment, 2005 by Judy Fox



The Call of the Continent, 2006 by Donald Baechler



World 4, 2005 by Ruud van Empel



Coney Island V, 1994 by Donald Baechler



Snow White, 2006 by Liu Ye



Wo ist Verantwortung fur eine Welt, 1993 by Yoshitomo Nara



Untitled, 2003 by Tom Friedman



Hello Kitty, 2002 by Tom Sachs



Winter Bears, 1988 by Jeff Koons



An Homage to Yves Klein, Multicolor B, 2012 by Takashi Murakami



Monkey Train (Birds), 2007 by Jeff Koons



Papilio Ulysses, 2008 by Damien Hirst



Watchdog II, 1997 by Nam June Paik
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